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Happy new year, here we go again for what I’m 
sure is going to be a very busy year. 

On the 13th November 2009 we opened a new Cub 
Scout pack in the 2nd Port Dunmore East with three 
new leaders. 

The Cub Scout Pack on their 1st night.
 
On the 13th December 2009 our county Cub Scout 
quiz was held with nearly 230 Cub Scouts attending.  

The 19th Ballygunner were the winners  

On the 19th December 2009 the Peace Light arrived 
in Waterford and was presented to Fr Lidane of 
St. Josephs and Bendiluis Church by 19th/29th 
Ballygunner and 3rd De La Salle. 

The last few months have been very busy in the Slieve 
Bloom. New sections have opened in Ferbane and 
Ballykilmurry with preperations well on the way for 
a new Scout section in Cloughjordan. While Brendan 
Martin GL with 1/10 Offaly has been appointed as 
County Development officer. This role is a part time 
one and funded by Fas. Best of luck Brendan in your 
new role.

Events have come fast and furious with some of the 
Highlights being as follows:
County PL and APL training in Larch Hill .

Cub Scout track and trail in Birr Castle Grounds with 
well over 200 Cub Scouts in attendance. Almost all 
groups in the County was represented and a great day 
was had by all.

Cub Scout and Scout challenges were held in 
Portlaoise. With Camross organising the Cub Scout 
side and Portlaoise the Scouts. Both sections had a 
great day.
Jota on Air.

Camross group toke part in this event and while they 
had some problems they had a great weekend in 
Srahan Scout centre.
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Two members of Birr Group completed the National Venture Scout challenge well done Donnacha and Sean. 
While members of Roscrea and Camross took part in MPC’s.

Up coming events:
Over the next few weeks there are a number of events coming up in the County-
Venture Scout quiz/challenge, Scout section Soccer day, Scouters training weekend etc.
While the County team is working hard on National Council in Tullamore.

This is a great chance to thank all in the County for their work during the year and wish all a Happy New Year.
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Scout Group Waiting List Tool

The 5/22 Scout Group in Killaloe, has developed an easy-to-use MS Excel-based tool to assist in managing 
a list of children waiting to join your Scout Group, known as the SGWL (Scout Group Waiting List).  The 
SGWL can handle hundreds of children who can be categorised into the various supported scouting 

sections (Beaver Scouts, Cub Scouts, Scouts, Venture Scouts and Rover Scouts) based on the group supplied 
information.  In addition a “Too Young” (those under the minimum scouting age of either 6 or 7 years 
depending on the Scout Group criteria) and “Too Old” (those over the maximum scouting age of 20 years 364 
days) are also supported. 

The SGWL can be printed and distributed to aid in Group Council meetings and offers a good way of 
determining sections numbers on a year to year basis.

Children are categorised using a Registration Date (or receipt of an initial application to join the group), their 
Birthday (DOB) and by the configurable Start Age and End Age values defined for each section. 

The programme uses a FIFO (First In – Fist Out) methodology. For example, two children are roughly the 
same age, but one child was registered three months before the other, therefore the child registered first 
will be placed ahead of the other child. When a child is too old for a particular section age category, they are 
automatically moved to the next category and inserted into the list based on their original registration date. 

The SGWL comes with detailed documentation to help you get started and also to maintain the list from year 
to year.

If you would like a copy of this tool and the supporting documentation, please send Brian Webster of the 5/22 
scout group an email at coislocha@eircom.net
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FIRST LADIES INTRODUCED 40 YEARS AGO

The week prior to Christmas in 1974 was a very 
historic time for Cork Scouting.  The Diocesan 
Commissioner for Macaoimh at the time Mr. 

D. P. Barry introduced the first ladies who had gone 
through three months of training at the time.  Reading 
through the annals at the Walter McGrath Museum 
in Togher, the following is taken from a report on the 
‘Evening Echo’ published on the 19th December 1969.

On Saturday night at the Victoria Hotel, an impressive 
and historic ceremony took place when four Cork lady 
Macaoimh leaders were invested into C.B.S.I.  They 
are Misses Mary Mackey, Mary Twomey, Bernadette 
O’Herlihy and Maighread O’Neill.  Mr. S.P. Roche B.E. 
presided assisted by Mr. D.F. O’Mahoney, National 
Treasurer, Rev. W. O’Sullivan S.M.A. and Mr. Barry.  
The parents of the new officers were present and all 
the speakers extended a sincere welcome to them.  
Guest of honour was Mr. P.J. Killackey, National 
Director of Macaoimh.  Refreshments were served 
and then Mr. Killackey, having expressed his great 
pleasure at being present at such a function, took part 
in a very enthusiastic and helpful meeting of leaders.

NEW COMMISSIONER FOR COIS LAOI

Mary Waters from the 29th Cork Group (Brooklodge) 
has just been appointed Commissioner for Cois Laoi 
County to replace Brendan Lynch who held the post 
for the past five years.  Brendan recently left to take 
up a full time position with Scouting Ireland and 
will be based in Dublin in the programme support 
development team.

Kieran O’Driscoll, also attached to the 29th Cork 
(Brooklodge) has taken on the role of county training 
co-ordinator.  I have no doubt that they will make a 
good team together to the benefit of the county.

NEWS FROM DUBLIN HILL

The 87th Cork (Dublin Hill) group have just recruited 
some Transition Year Gaisce participants to help with 
Beaver Scouts and the Cub Scouts and are looking 
forward to 2010.  The 53rd Cork (Sunday’s Well) are 
also going strong this year and have welcomed new 
help from a Dublin Sea Scouter now studying in UCC.
 
CORK SOUTH COUNTY

1st Cork Crosshaven Beaver Scouts are going really 
well and now have new Cub Scout leaders in place 
who are planning to start meetings on January 26th.

Meanwhile the new 41st Cork (Passage West) Beaver 
Scout Colony are flying along after their recent 
investiture.  It was very well attended by parents are 
fellow leaders.  It was nice to see the Beaver Scouts 
(aged 6 – 8) coming forward to make their promise 
at the flag, where they promised ‘To take care of the 
World’

The county is looking for suitable leaders to be trained 
to get the 26th Cork (Kinsale) back up and running 
and there is also interest coming from Minane Bridge 
and Belgooly.  So its looks as if 2010 is promising great 
things.

NORTH CORK NEWS:

The 13th Cork (Kanturk) have celebrated their 30th 
anniversary with an anniversary Mass follows by a 
look back on the 30 years followed by 
tea and refreshments afterwards.  The 
evening ended in song with campfire and 
leader award presentations.  
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Meanwhile the 24/65th Cork (Charleville) have also 
been showing Great Spirit after a great formal dinner 
celebration in the Charleville Park hotel to mark their 
75th anniversary.    Any interested in helping the 
continued good work in 81st Buttevant is encouraged 
to contact us as above.

COBH SCOUTS TO CELEBRATE 75 YEARS

The 25th/27th Cork (Cobh) St. Colman’s Scout Group  
are celebrating their 75th Anniversary
As part of these celebration the following event are 
being organised. 

1.	 A Mass of thanksgiving and presentation will 
	 take place in the Scout hall, Cobh on  Friday 
	 February 12th at 8.00pm.

	 All past members are invited to attend for the 
	 Mass followed by a reception and 
	 presentation on the history of the unit.

2.	 An open day in the scout hall on Saturday 
	 February 13th

	 All past, present and possible future
	 members are invited to visit and see the 
	 facilities, meet the current members and 
	 leaders and see what is coming up in the 
	 programme for the year.

3.	 A special celebration Dinner Dance in the 
	 Commodore Hotel, Cobh on Friday May 14th, 
	 2010 Tickets will be on sale February, please 
	 let any of the group members know if you are 
	 interested in attending

If you have past photos or memorabilia that may be 
of interest the group would be very grateful to hear 
from you.  You can get in touch with  Brendan Kidney 
0876237175 or kidneyb2002@yahoo.co.uk.

VENTACT

Ventact 2010 meetings will kick off early in the New 
Year after the Joint Committee AGM on Tuesday 26th 

January at 8pm. The meeting will take 
place at The Lough Scout Hall, where 
there will also be to a short presentation 
and show by the Blarney Venture Scout 
Group about Rover Way 2009 held in 

Dublin Scout Province
Iceland.
1st Kerry Tralee Reunion

Some photos of a former Scouts re union in my own 
Group 1st Kerry Tralee the event was organised by 
both current and former members to mark part of 
the Groups 80th Anniversary other events were held 
earlier in 2009. It is now hoped to form a fellowship 
group and to hold this type of event during the 
Christmas break, a dedicated web site is to be 
launched shortly.



Dublin Scout Province

A new group has been added to the ranks of 
Liffey West Scout County. The Community in 
Newcastle, Co. Dublin have been working hard 

since April last towards opening a new scout group 
in Newcastle. The group started when an interested 
member of the public made some inquiries about the 
Scouts. The support staff went to visit the area and 
it wasn’t long before a dedicated team of volunteers 
were put together from the community. The 182nd 
Dublin Newcastle first opened its doors to Beaver 
Scouts and Cub Scouts in June and finished off the 
scouting year with a group BBQ.  The group held its 
inaugural investiture on the 2nd of December, where 
Brian Smith (CC Liffey West) started by investing 
the Group Leader Bridget Glynn and Deputy Group 
Leader Gillian Picket. 

The newly invested GL and DGL then invested 4 
Beaver Scout leaders and 5 Cub Scout leaders along 
with 16 Beaver Scouts and 20 Cub Scouts. The young 
people were very excited to hear they were the first 
ever youth members to be invested into the 182nd 
Dublin. The investiture was well attended by the 
parents and friends of the group and was a great 
success to on the night. 

The provincial staff would like to congratulate all the 
members of the 182nd Dublin Newcastle on the start 
of a new adventure.

County Commissioner Brian Smith invests newly 
appointed Group Leader Bridget Glynn and Deputy 
Group Leader Gillian Picket.


