
                                                                                                              

                                                                Welcome to the February Edition of our Provincial magazine, Northern           
                                                                      News. I would like to take this opportunity to wish you all a great   
                                                                      Scouting Year in 2010. There are many new initiatives and challenges   
                                                                      happening this year with the roll out of our new One Programme and   
                                                                      our Provincial Camp taking place in Gosford on 30th Aril ς 3rd May 10.  
                                                                      Due to the overwhelming uptake, bookings are now closed!   
                                                                      National Council 2010 :- Tullamore Court Hotel. Please put the   
                                                                      2 0th/21st in your diaries March 2010 with a commitment to attend. 
                                                                       

                                                                                                Following a meeting in Armagh with the Provincial Programme Coordinator and     
                                                                      the CPCs, at which the Commissioner (Programme  Development) Pauline Lucas  
                                                                      attended; a Provincial action plan was put into place to try and promote the One  
                                                                      Programme within the Northern Province.  
                                                                            All 5 Counties were asked to run a One Programme information evening.  

                                                                            These were held in Erne County on 29/10/09, in Brian Boru County on 9/11/09, 
in Errigal County on 12/11/09 and in Down and Connor County on 26/11/09. Very good numbers attended all the 
meetings and positive feedback seemed to be received so it was certainly worthwhile having the meetings. See Page 2 
for a report on our Provincial Planning and Training day on 30th Jan 2010. 
Yours in Scouting 
Wendy 

  
Northern News is for you, your section, Group and County.  We love to publish details of what you have been 
doing, so please send your information with a photo, if possible, to Mo at si@scoutfoundationni.org.uk  
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 Wendy Morrow 

Membership Applications  
Please remember when filling in your S couting Ireland Membership Application and Access NI 
forms to read the Guidelines carefully, many forms are being returned , because of omissions 
thus delaying the process.  
Please return all forms to Provincial Office ð Address on back page of Newsletter 

mailto:si@scoutfoundationni.org.uk


 

Page 2 Northern News  

 

 
Provincial News  
Provincial Planning and Training Day  
    
 
 

 

 

The Provincial Training and Planning day took place in the Armagh City Hotel on 30 Jan 
2010. The aim was to discuss and review the One Programme. 
The event was attended by Wendy Morrow, our Provincial Commissioner, Provincial 
Officers, County Commissioners along with County Coordinators, Trainers, Mentors and 
Provincial Support Staff.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Pauline Lucas and the Programme Development Team discussed such topics as the 
implementation of the Programme, the roles of the group change over Coordinators and 
Mentors; the implementation  of the Scout Method in all Sections and other relevant topics.  
The assembled group were also shown samples of the new section materials and badges. 
The roll out will begin on 1st April  2010 and while many Groups may want to implement the 
new Programme as soon as possible after this date, Scouting Ireland has allowed 3 years for 
this to take place . 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The general feeling from the training and Planning day was that there will be adequate 
support provided to Groups until they feel confident runnin g the new one Programme. 

Kevin Ferguson PSO 
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Provincial News  
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY! 
The County Briefings for the One Programme are as follows  

Group 
Date of County  
Briefing 

Location 
Start 
Time: 

Trainers: 

Brian Boru 
17 February 
2010 Armagh Scout Den 8.00pm 

Michael Lavery; Denise Cassidy,  
Cathereen Wells Doherty 

Dalriada 07 March 2010  TBA  TBA 
Liam McMulkin;  
Tony Smith; Michael Lavery 

Down & 
Connor 06 March 2010 

Ivanhoe Inn, 556 Saintfield Road,  
Carryduff, Belfast.  BT8 8EU 10.00am 

Stephen Clyde; Kieran McCann; 
Joe Boland; Grainne Boland 

Erne 02 March 2010 

Westville Hotel, 14 - 20 Tempo 
Road,  
Enniskillen.  BT74 6HR 7.30pm 

Liam McMulkin;  
Tony Smith; Denise Cassidy 

Errigal 25 March 2010 
Strabane Scout Den,  
Melmount Centre, Strabane 7.00pm 

Cathereen Wells Doherty;  
Jo Boland; Grainne Boland 

      

PROVINCIAL SUPPORT OFFICER REPORT 
 

Along with their day to day duties, Support staff have completed, on behalf of National Office, a Den survey 
on all groups in the Province. This task was to collate information on Scout groups den details, as well as 
status, be it owned, leased, rented or shared.  
A  National Summer Camp survey was also completed to discover how many Scout groups throughout the 
country went on annual camp.  
With new child protection legislation being implemented, it is imperative that ALL leaders are registered at 
National Office. During the summer support sta ff sent a list of PENDING leaders to all groups who have 
leaders in this category. Pending means groups have a leader(s) registered on the database, but who have 
not completed the relevant paperwork. Support staff are currently contacting all Group Leaders  to get 
these adult members properly registered.  Any potential leader, who has not been Garda Vetted or Access 
NI checked, must not  be interacting with our youth members until cleared by this process.  
The NMC has directed that ALL leaders involved in Scouting Ireland must  be registered by 17 th March 2010 
at the latest.   
Support staff are currently introducing a generic òDevelopment Planó to all groups. We aim to help groups 
at GSC meetings to develop a purpose built plan from this template to meet the in dividual needs of the 
group, as well as focusing on specific tasks and targets that will support individual groupõs sustainability. 
 

Kevin Ferguson PSO  

 
 
 
 

 
Who Should Attend the County Briefings? 
All Group Leaders, Assistant Group Leaders and Group Changeover Coordinators. 

Briefings should at around 2 hours.  
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Provincial News : Manifestos  
Tony Smith ð Ordinary Member of NMC  

 Dear Fellow Scouters / Scouts,                                                                      
 
 
I wish to inform  you of my intention to seek nominations and your support for the role of Ordinary 
Member of the NMC. I was recently asked by the Provincial Management Support Team to allow my name 
to be put forward for this position.   
 
This Movement is something to be very proud of and we as movement should keep moving forward. Back 
in 1913 our founder stated in his own words!  
 
Scouting is a movement because it keeps on moving forward.  
If it stops moving it becomes an organisation and is no longer scouting!  
- Robert Bad en-Powell 1913    
 
These words are as true today as when they were written over ninety years ago.   
 
I feel that we as a movement have started to build a momentum and this momentum needs to keep 
rolling. With Scouting Irelands implementation of the new sco ut programme this momentum will keep 
rolling and continue into the future, I have no doubts that the new programme is showing that Scouting 
Ireland is continuing its commitment and support to the young people of Ireland.   
 
I myself am a Scouter of a cub section and I firmly believe that scouting is lead from the programme 
sections and groups and we should never lose sight of that.  I want to use the knowledge that I have 
learned over the years to represent serve and work for you.   
 
I can promise that if e lected I will do my very best for you fellow Scouters and to you the scouts of 
Scouting Ireland.  
 
I have attached my scout CV which will give you a rundown of my scouting experience.  
 
Tony Smith 

 

COMMISSIONED POSITIONS 
 

Dec 2007 ð Present  Erne County Commissioner 
Sept õ02 ð Present  2nd Fermanagh Section leader Cubs 
June.2001 ð  June 2007 Group Leader St Michaels Scout Group 
Jan. 2004 ð Dec2007  County Training Coordinator  
Feb. 2001 - 2004  Assistant Regional Commissioner for Training  (Erne Region) 
Sept.97 - Feb.2001  Assistant Regional Commissioner for Venturers (Erne Region)  
Sept.97 ð June2002   Unit Trainer St Michaels Unit  
Nov. 94 ð Jan.2001  Venturer Scout Leader 1st Fermanagh St Michaels Unit Enniskillen 
June.90 ð Nov.94  Assistant Venturer Scout Leader 1st Fermanagh St Michaels Unit 
June.90 -  Jan. 92  Assistant Scout Leader 3rd Fermanagh St Michaels Unit 
Feb õ86 ð Sep õ90  Assistant Cub Leader 3rd Fermanagh St Michaels Unit  
 
 
I have been a member of the Scout Movement since 1978, when I joined a s a Cub Scout in the  
1st Fermanagh St Michaels Unit, I continued in this unit as a Scout, Venturer and now leader and am 
currently working at Group and County Level in a variety of fields.  
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SCOUT TRAINING 

 
March-õ06   Holder of 3 Woodbeads 
Feb.- ô02    Scouting in Action - SCOUT  
Feb _ 01   Programme Skills ð UNIT LEADERS/COMMISSIONER 
Oct. ð ô00   Scouting in Action ð UNIT LEADER/COMMISSIONER  
Feb. ð ô99   Programme Skills ð TRAINERS 
Nov. ð ô98   Scouting In Action ð TRAINERS 
April. ð ô97   Programme Skills & You the Leader ð VENTURER 
Feb. ð ô96   Scouting in Action ð VENTURER 
Sept. ðô91   Advanced Woodbadge ð SCOUT 
Feb. ð ô89   Basic Woodbadge ð SCOUT 
Sept. ðô89   Advanced Woodbadge ð CUBS 
Feb. ð ô87   Basic Woodbadge ð CUBS 

 

AWARDS 

 
    Gold Medal of Merit SI 
    Silver Honour Award SI 
    Silver Medal of Honour (Bravery) CBSI 

Silver Meritorious Medal CSI 
Bronze Meritorious Medal CSI 
20 Year Silver Service Award SI 
Bronze Service Star CBSI 

    
 
OTHER SCOUTING ROLES                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           
 

Aug õ09    Sub Camp Chief Phoenix Challenge (BULLS) 
Aug õ08    Sub Camp Chief Irish Jamboree (GIANTS CAUSEWAY) 
Sepõ06 ð Sep õ07  Troop Leader Avoca 21st World Jamboree 
Dec õ02 ð Jan õ03  Troop Leader Dé Dannan 20th World Jamboree 
June õ02 ð Juneõ04  Member of the National Executive Board CSI / NMC  
June ô01 ð 03   A Director of Scout Shops Ltd Ireland 
Oct õ01 ð Present  National Training Team / Provincial Training Team  
Sept. ô01 ð June ô02  Assistant Unit Leader St Michaels Unit  
Sept. ô97 ð õ02   Member of the National Venturer Advisory Team  
Sept. ô78 ð Present  Member of St Michaels scout Group Enniskillen (Section Leader Cubs)  
Sept. ô98 ð ô02   Unit Quartermaster  
Sept.2001   Camp Chief National Survival weekend  
Aug.2000   Programme Co-ordinator Explorer Belt  (Czeh Republic)  
Aug.1999   Programme Co-ordinator Explorer Belt  (France)  
Aug.1999   Camp Chief Cairde National Camp craft Competition  
 

Summary 
At this stage of my life I feel that I have achieved many goals and am proud of the respect and 
position that I now hold within scouting at v arious levels.  
 
I have always worked hard and with whole effort to involve the young people in my sections, Group 
and County. Through scouting I will try to help them understand the ethic and codes of scouting and 
encourage them to remain involved througho ut their lives as I myself have done . 
 

Tony Smith  
akelasmith2@aol.com Home: 028-66-326725   Mob: 07725034717 

 
 

mailto:akelasmith2@aol.com
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Provincial News ; Manifestos  
Claire McAroe  under 26 Member of NMC 
 
 
Dear fellow Scouts,  
 
My name is Claire McAroe and I am 
running for a position on the National 
Management Committee (NMC) at this 
yearõs National Council. Therefore I am 
asking for your vote at the election. I 
also understand that many people may 
have already committed their primary 
vote to anoth er individual; in this case I 
would ask to please be considered as 
your Number 2. Below is my òScouting 
CVó which outlines what I have done in 
the association so far and what I wish 
to achieve as a member of the NMC. 
 
I am currently a final year student at  
Queenõs University, Belfast and have 
been a member of Scouts (CSI then SI) 
since joining as a beaver 15 years ago. I 
progressed through all the sections 
being lucky enough to experience many 
opportunities and achievements as I did 
so. 
In 2003 I was a volunteer for the Special 
Olympics World Summer Games and 
again in 2006 where I worked on the 
Ireland National Games. 
As a Venturer, I attained my Explorer 
Belt in 2007 in Poland, an event which 
holds great memories for me and 
personally marked the end of my Y outh 
Membership in the Association. 
 
For the past 2-3 years I have been 
actively involved in Scouting as an adult 
member on many levels. Currently I am 
an Assistant Scout Leader in 23rd Antrim 
(Derriaghy) and am also a member of 
the County Scout Team for Down and 
Connor. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In 2007 I was invited to the European 
Scout Conference where I represented 
Scouting Ireland and learnt a lot about 
both the World and European 
Organisation. 
In 2009, I was awarded my Woodbeads 
and have been made a member of the 
Provincinal Training Team since 
finishing my course at the end of last 
year. 
Finally I have recently been made a 
member of the Northern Provinceõs 
Management Support Team (PMST) as 
International Coordinator.  
 
Scouting has been a significant 
influence on many aspects of my life, 
something which I feel the Organisation 
still continues to do. Therefore I want 
to be able to facilitate the learning of 
young people and hopefully even pick 
up a few tips myself. I hope to be able 
to do for Scouts what it has done for 
me and that I have shown this to you.  
 
Yours in Scouting, 
Claire McAroe 
(cmcaroe@yahoo.co.uk    Ph:  
+447710979016) 

mailto:cmcaroe@yahoo.co.uk
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Provincial News ; Manifestos  
John Foster  Under 26 Member of NMC 
 
 

Dear Fellow Scouts/ Scouters 
 
 
 
My ƴŀƳŜ ƛǎ ƧƻƘƴ CƻǎǘŜǊΤ LΩƳ нм ȅŜŀǊǎ ƻŦ ŀƎŜ 
and currently studying medicine at Queens 
University Belfast.  
I have been a member of the organisation 
for the last 16 years as a member of 1st 
Armagh. I would like to take this 
opportunity to let you know of my intention 
to stand for election to the NMC as an 
under 26 member at National Council later 
this year.  
 
I have been involved in the Scouting 
movement for most of my life. I started 
.ŜŀǾŜǊǎ ƛƴ Ωфп ŀƴŘ ƘŀǾŜƴΩǘ ƭƻƻƪŜŘ ōŀŎƪΦ L 
came up through Cubs where I was a Sixer. 
As a Scout I was a Patrol Leader and lead a 
number of Patrols in successful county 
shields. For the last number of years I have 
been involved with our Venture and Rover 
sections and have been involved in 
organizing a county programme for Venture 
Scouts which had been lacking in the past. 
For the last number of years I have been a 
Youth rep for our county, attending a 
number of forums. I am currently 
undertaking my training as a Scouter and 
am to be invested as a leader at our 
investiture in February. I am also working; 
as county youth rep, with Tony Smith in 
developing a venture and Rover programme 
for Gosford 2010. 
 
The culmination of my Scouting activity so 
far was when I undertook the Explorer belt 
in July of 2009. This proved the challenge of 
a lifetime, using all of the skills and abilities  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
that I have learned over the years I was 
successful in obtaining my belt. This was an 
amazing experience and I made many 
friends and the memories will be with me 
forever and I feel that it has allowed me to 
develop so much as an individual and as a 
scout. 
 
Scouting is an organization that has given so 
much to me over the years and now I feel it 
is time for me to give something back. As an 
under-26 member of the NMC I would do 
my best to ensure that current and future 
members of our wonderful movement have 
as much fun and get as much of their time 
in Scouting as I have. I feel that it is 
important to listen to our youth members 
and take their views and opinions onboard 
to develop and improve scouting for all 
members of our organisation.. I look 
forward to seeing and talking to many of 
you at National Council. 
 

 
 
Yours in Scouting 
John Foster 
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Provincial Camp  
 

 ñGOSFORD 2010ò 
         UPDATE 
 

Gosford Forest Park,  Markethill , Co Armagh  
 
Fri. 30 th  April ï Mon 3 rd  May 2010 .  

HOWDY ALL!  

We have had a rootinô tootinô uptake in bookings!  

90 Day Beavers 91 Overnight Beavers  417 Cubs  

334 Scouts  62 Venture/Rovers   192 Leaders 

BOOKINGS ARE NOW CLOSED!    Balance of payments due by 1
st
 April 2010 

Preparations for the Wild West Theme are ongoing and information will be sent out 
shortly 

THE FORMIDABLE PROGRAMME TEAM ARE: 

 BEAVERS - ADRIAN DEVLIN   

CUBS - JOE BOLAND   

SCOUTS - NIKI DORRIS  

VENTURE/ROVERS ï THE INFAMOUS TONY SMITH.  

YOURS IN SCOUTING 

DAMIEN TOAL  

CAMP CHIEF  

damientoal@tiscali.co.uk  

 
   
 

ñAll New Provincial 

Camp.ò 

 

mailto:damientoal@tiscali.co.uk
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Provincial News  
Chief Scout presents Explorer 
Awards 
 

Wendy Morrow PC, Joe Corey 
Brian Boru CC and Mandy 
McCann (1st Armagh) with 

Thomas and John 

Thomas, left, 
and John, 
right, w ith 
the Chief 
Scout, 
receiving 
their Awards 

Chief Scout, Michael John Shinnick 
presents Thomas OõHagan (12th Armagh) 
and John Foster (1st Armagh) with their 
Explorer Awards at the Bank House 
Hotel, Dungannon on the 3rd October 
2009. 
Congratulations to them and all the 
Explorers who completed their belts in 
2009 
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Scoutface  
 

Hi Scouters       

This is a website pretty much like facebook, bebo, friendster etc. set up for members of our Scouting 

Brotherhood.  

It would be a great start for the Irish Scouting movement to interact with many other scouts from  

around the world whilst at home or before International Camps or World Jams etc.  

Hopefully if the user -ship picks up we can get THEM to add more features and make it an all round 

better website.  

I think itôs a great site, and I intend to use it a lot more  than  I  have been doing up to now.  

YiS 

 

Des Johsnton (9th Donegal Muff)  

http://www.scoutface.com  
 

 

Amendment to AccessNI Guidelines  
(You will see this at the top of the New Guidelines ï issued with each WTS Pack )  

 
Please Note: A criminal conviction will not necessarily result in refusal of membership . 
Decisions will be based on; 

 

¶ Disqualifications under any Disqualification List in relation to working with children. 

¶ The seriousness of an offence. 

¶ The age of the individual at the time of committing an offence. 

¶ A pattern of offending / reoffending.   

¶ Any additional relevant matters as disclosed by the PSNI. 

¶ The right of the applicant to appeal the veracity of the Disclosure. 

¶  Any mitigating factors put forward by the applicant.    

¶ The right of the applicant to appeal a decision. 

 

Also please note there is an amended version of the Letter of Affidavit now in the WTS 

Packs. If you need a copy please contact Mo in the office  

 
  Bits & Pieces 

 
Use this page to send in your reminders, important 

dates and snippets of news 
si@scoutfoundationni.org.uk 

Red Rose chain has DVDs on a variety of 
Youth and Community issues 

www.redrosechain.com  

Founders Day - Hosted by Errigal County 
Buncrana  28th February 2010 
For all attending Founders Day in Buncrana, we will be assembling at Shore Front area of Buncrana. We will be 
setting off at approx 2.20 to march to St Marys Oratory in Buncrana for Service at 3 pm.  
Refreshments will be served afterwards in Crana College. 

Could groups let us know approx numbers that will be attending? alsinclarke@eircom.net 

 
 

http://www.scoutface.com/
mailto:alsinclarke@eircom.net
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County News Section

 

Brian Boru Scout County  
 

 

 

 
 

 

14 Nov. 09  Orienteering Day.  Gosford Forest.  

05 Dec. 09  Cub Challenge.    Slieve Gullion 

30 Jan. 10.   5-a-side Football.  Cookstown.  

27 March 10.  Cub Hike.            Slieve Gullion.  

18 to20. June 10. Cub Camp.     Gosford Forest.  

 

 

9/10 Oct. 09.  County Youth Fora.  Armagh.  

14 Nov. 09.     Orienteering Day.  Gosford Forest.      

( overnight camping optional )  

6 Dec. 09.        Scout Challenge.       Newry.  

23/24. Jan.10    P. L.Weekend        Ballyoran  

14/16 May.10.  County Shield.    Tollymore 

Forest.  

26 June 10    County Hike.           Mournes . 

 

 

                      

4/6 Sept 09.      Ventact.                       Cork.  

16/18 Oct 0 9     Vmoot.                   Larch Hill.  

14/15  Nov 09.  Orienteering Day. Gosford Forest.  

19  Dec 09.        Party Night.    City Hotel Armagh.  

09  Jan.10.         Snow Hike.           Mournes.  

27/28 Mar.10.   Overnight Bivvy    Ravensdale.  

17 Apr 10.     M&Dõs  Day Trip.      Scotland. 

30 Apr/3 May 10   Gosford 2010   Gosford Forest.  

Summer 2010    Explorer Belt            Europe  

 

 

14 Nov. 09.  Orienteering Day.   Gosford Forest.  

06 Dec. 09  Christmas Party.       Craigavon.  

21 Feb. 10    Beaver Challenge.   Dungannon. 

26 June 10    Beaver Day.             Cookstown.  

 

The County attended the Cardinals Funeral providing a guard of honour at Armagh 

Cathedral and at Burial Service. A Scout funeral was held for John Campbell R.I.P. Scout 

Leader with 1 st  Armagh Scout Group who sadly passed away after a long suffering illness 

(M.S.) and leaves a sorrowful wife and 2 children, our thoughts are with them at this 

time.  

There have been  20 adult awards and three Woodbadges to scouters within the County 

since the last issue . 

There was a  leaders meeting in Nov ember , with  Pauline Lucas, about the  One Programme 

being introduced in April 2010 and 76 leaders from 9 groups attended.  
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Down & Connor Scout County  
 
6th Antrim  
 
 
                                                
       
       

         

Ready Steady Cook  

 

6th Antrim Scouts take second place in the recent 

ready steady cook competition  

with a little hel p from a man with a big white hat!  

 

  

 6th Antrim take to the hills again ,   

 practising their survival skills on the   

 Cavehill,  

Yes!  The cave was a wiser choice!  

 

       Christmas time in Glengormley  
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Down & Connor Scout County  
 
 29 th  Belfast Snowtime!  
 

29th Belfast Ventures 
extend an invitation to 
Down & Connor 
Ventures to go on a 
snow hike in the 
Mournes. 2 routes were 
offered  and progress 
was slowed by snowball 
fights! A successful and 
fun hike was had by all  
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Downpatrick Ventures 
at Aviemore  

Down & Connor Scout County  
 

Claire singing at the Campfire  
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Erne Scout County  News 
 

The Winning Team 
2nd Fermanagh Cubs 

2nd Place 
17th Fermanagh Cubs 

3rd Place 
4th Fermanagh Cubs 

Master of Ceremonies, Liam McMulkin asked some 
difficult questions during the well attended County Cub 
Quiz 

 
During the Quiz,  a 
very proud Rodney 

Kerrigan receives his 
Woodbage from 

County Commissioner 
Tony Smith 

 Tonyõs  birthday celebrations  
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Errigal  Scout County  

8th  Donegal Investiture s 

 

 

8th Donegal Carndonagh Beavers  

 

8th Donegal Carndonagh Scouts 

8th Donegal Carndonagh Cubs 

8th Donegal Carndonagh Ventures 

 

Committment  


