
                                                                                                              

 
 
Welcome to the November Edition of our Provincial magazine 
Northern News. 
I would like to remind you all to note the date of Camp 2010, in    
Gosford over the Bank Holiday weekend, 30th April to 3rd May.  
Camp Chief, Damien Toal, has told me that there has been great 
interest in this Camp and that bookings are flying in, so please get 
your deposits in to Mo as soon as possible - you  know that this will be 
one Camp not to miss! 

 
Pauline Lucas, Programme Commissioner for Programme 
Development, has sent some information on the One Programme.  
Pauline has asked me to pass on this information to our adult 
members.  

           
I would ask that you take the time to read the information and pass it on to any leaders as you can who may 
not be getting Northern News.  
 
Northern News is for you, your section, Group and County.  We love to publish details of what you have been 
doing, so please send your information with a photo, if possible, to Mo at si@scoutfoundationni.org.uk  
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 Wendy Morrow 

Membership Applications  
Please remember when filling in your Scouting Ireland Membership Application and Access 
NI forms to read the Guidelines carefull y, many forms are being returned , because of 
omissions thus delaying the process.  
Please return all forms to Provincial Office ð Address on back page of Newsletter 
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County Commissioner & 
Group Leaders Conference  

 
 

 
 

Some familiar f aces from the 
Province at the CC/GL Conference, 

held in the Greenisle Hotel in 

October 2009 



 

Northern News  Page 3 

Provincial News  
 

County Commissioner & Group 
Leaders Conference  

 

 
 

The Chief Scout, 
Michael John 

Shinnick presenting 
the Swimming Gala 

award to  The 
Northern Province 

A Team for 
outstanding 

prowess in the 
pool.  

 

The Commissioners / Group Leaders conference was held in the Green Isle Hotel, Newlands Cross, in 
Dublin on Sat 17th and Sun 18th October 2009.   
This was the first time that Group Leaders have been invited to attend the conference and there was a 
strong turnout from the Northern Province. Participants were involved in workshops that included 
topics such as , managing conflict, adults in Scouting, funding opportunities and streams as well as 
guest speakers including Supt. Garda Burke from the Garda Vetting Office discussing the process for 
vetting adults. The general feedback from Commissioners and Group Leaders who attended was that 
it was a very valuable and informative conference. To quote one Northern Province Group Leader 
  
άOverall I felt this experience should be enjoyed by all adult members of Scouting Ireland. I am 
definitely looking forward to next year and think that this perhaps should happen on a yearly basis 
for group leaders and commissioners and not stop after year 3έ.   
 

The conference ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ŀƭƭ ǿƻǊƪ ƘƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ŀƴŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ {ŀǘǳǊŘŀȅ ŜǾŜƴƛƴƎ ŀ ǎǿƛƳƳƛƴƎ ŎƻƳǇŜǘƛǘƛƻƴ ǿŀǎ 
organised, and I am pleased to announce that the Northern Province Team clinched the top award! 
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Provincial News

    And now, the shots you have all been waiting for! Its Baywatch time!  

Oi! Pamela! 
Iõm over here! 

 
The Northern Province A-Team beat 
the rest of Ireland in the prestigious 

Swimming Gala  

Liam carries the torch for the North  
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Provincial News

Vetting & Barring Scheme Update 
 

We want to draw your attention to t he area highlighted in yellow which states that from Oct 12 th 2009 it is illegal to knowingly 
employ someone (staff or volunteer) who is barred from working with children by the ISA Vetting and Barring Scheme .  
 
As it cannot be KNOWN  as to whether someone is barred under the new scheme until Access NI checks their status with the 
ISA we would have advise all groups NOT to allow anyone to start working in a group or have access to young people, even 
under supervision, until the Access NI/Vetting and Barring check has been satisfactorily completed.  
 
If you have any queries on this please contact cpo@scouts.ie or on 00353 1 4956300 
 

 

We are pleased to release the official Guidance in relation to the introduction of the init ial phase of the Vetting & Barring 
Scheme (VBS). This is available by visiting  www.isa-gov.org 

As you may know from our publicity, the three key changes at 12 October 2009 for employers and employees (including 
managers of, and volunteers in, unpaid work) are:  

for employers:  you must not knowingly employ in regulated activity, or use as a volunteer, a barred person;  

for employers:  if you dismiss or cease using a person in regulated activity (or in controlled activity)  because you think they 
harmed or pose a risk of harm to children or vulnerable adults, you must refer the case to the ISA (see ISA referrals guidanc e, 

below);  

for employees:  if you yourself are barred from regulated activity, you must not work, or seek to  work, in regulated activity 
from which you are barred.  

Guidance documents about the new duty from 12 October for employers and others to make referrals to the Independent 
Safeguarding Authority (ISA), and about the ISA Decision Making Process, are available on the ISA website:  

¶ new duty to make referrals at: www.isa-gov.org.uk/Default.aspx?page=397;  

¶ ISA decision making process at: www.isa-gov.org.uk/Default.aspx?page=382;  

The attached Guidance covering the first aspects of the Scheme will be followed at a later date by guidance on other changes 
which take place later. Three key changes which do not happen until later are:  

July 2010  - new entrants to work with vulnerable groups can  register with the ISA;  

November 2010  - new entrants must  register with the ISA before starting work;  

April 2011  - existing workers can start  to ISA-register. We will publish, in good time, our recommendations as to dates by 
when they should register.  

April 2011  - existing workers can start to ISA-register. We will publish, in good time, our recommendations as to dates by 
when they should register.  

We are aware that there is still a significant demand for this Full Scheme Guidance. We hope you would agree that it is right 
to prioritise first the instalment which details changes at 12 October 2009, with the second instalment - about changes in 
2010 and in later years - following after.  

Visit www.isa-gov.org/toolkit  

 

 
 
 

mailto:cpo@scouts.ie
http://www.isa-gov.org/
http://a.chtah.com/a/hBK0wn9B7bWmzB7vIYMDUUzy77g/isa1
www.isa-gov.org.uk/Default.aspx?page=397
www.isa-gov.org.uk/Default.aspx?page=382
www.isa-gov.org/toolkit
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Provincial Camp  
 

 ñGOSFORD 2010ò 
         UPDATE 
 

Gosford Forest Park, Markethill ,Co Armagh  
 
Fri. 30 th  April ï Mon 3 rd  May 2010 .  

HOWDY ALL!  

BOOK NOW TO AVOID DISAPOINTMENT  

THE BOOKINGS FOR GOSFORD 2010 ARE FLOWING IN FAST AND THE NUMBERS ARE LOOKING 

GOOD - SO BOOK SOON TO RESERVE YOUR PLACES  

(FOR A BOOKING FORM - EMAIL damientoal@tiscali.co.uk or si@scoutfoundationni.org.uk ) 

THE PROGRAMME TEAM ARE: 

 BEAVERS - ADRIAN DEVLIN    

CUBS - JOE BOLAND   

SCOUTS - NIKI DORRIS  

VENTURE/ROVERS ï THE INFAMOUS TONY SMITH.  

WITH THIS PROGRAMME TEAM THERE SURE WILL BE LOADS FOR ALL TO DO. SO LET GET 

THE GUN SLINGERS OUT AND COWBOY/GIRL HATS ON AND JOIN US ON THE FIRST BANK 

HOLIDAY IN MAY WHEN GOSFORD FOREST PARK BECOMES THE WILD WEST 

YOURS IN SCOUTING 

DAMI EN TOAL  

CAMP CHIEF  

damientoal@tiscali.co.uk  

 
   
 

ñAll New Provincial 

Camp.ò 

 

mailto:damientoal@tiscali.co.uk
mailto:si@scoutfoundationni.org.uk
mailto:damientoal@tiscali.co.uk
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One  Programme  
 

Work is almost complete on the One Programme.  

See above the 10 Key Points Document ï available on the website www.scouts.ie  
 

 
The One Programme will be launched in April 2010, with all resources, for both Leaders and Youth members, also 

available then. 

 
The existing programme is continuing until such time as you wish to change over to the New Programme. This will 

be a decision taken by the whole Group. 
 

Transition Training has now started 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

http://www.scouts.ie/
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REMINDER    
DOWN AND  CONNOR VENTURES 

are holding their annual  

COUNTY QUIZ inc  HOT DOGS  

DATE: -   13th DECEMBER 2009  

VENUE: -   ARDNAVALLY SCOU T CENTRE. 

  

Spot prizes galore!   

  

Leaders : -  Book the date, get your ventures down 

and give them a challenge   

 

COST £4.00PP includes supper.  

  

 Pat Polin  

07771794366  

 

 
Ocean Youth Trust Ireland  

Ocean Youth Trust Ireland is dedicated to providing the young people of Ireland, from all walks of life and backgrounds, 
the opportunity to participate in the unique experience that is Sail Training.  
Sail Training OYTI Style  
Being part of the crew, sailing a 70ft ocean going vessel, opens up a world of adventure, of teamwork, of responsibility, 
of learning, of self confidence and fun. We empower and support young people to succeed.  
Why?  
There is universal recognition that engaging young people on extended and challenging sailing voyages provides an 
opportunity to develop valuable life skills that they might not otherwise have the chance to experience. 

Visit www.oyti.org  

 
REMINDER 

 

 THE ERRIGAL BLACK TIE BALL  
IN STRABANE SCOUT DEN 5TH DECEMBER  

TICKETS  £25pp  
CAN YOU PLEASE LET KATHY  

KNOW IF  YOU ARE ATTENDING A.S.A.P.  
AND IF Y OU INTEND TO STAY OVERNIGHT  

YOU CAN CONTACT KATHY ON 

07799498326  

LOOKING FORWORD TO SEEING YOU ALL.  

 
  Bits & Pieces  

 

Congratulations to Tony 

on his big 40 this week!  

 
Use this page to send in your reminders, important 

dates and snippets of news 

si@scoutfoundationni.org.uk 

www.oyti.org
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County News Section

 

Brian Boru Scout County  
 

National Orienteering day was held in Gosford Forest Park on Sat 14th November for Brian Boru County  

The attendance from 9 of our 11 groups was; - 

                              122 Beavers. 

                              163 Cubs. 

                               92 Scouts.  

                               88 Leaders & Ventures & Staff.  

                 Total      465.  

  My thanks to Mandy, Damien, Tommy, Danny and Adrian who organised the event for the different sections and    

 to all leaders and v entures who manned the many bases. An excellent day out was had by all. Well done.  

                                                                                         Joe Corey CC 

 

Brian Boru County Events 2009 ð 2010  

 
 

 14 Nov. 09  Orienteering Day.  Gosford Forest.  

05 Dec. 09  Cub Challenge.    Slieve Gullion 

30 Jan. 10.   5-a-side Football.  Cookstown.  

27 March 10.  Cub Hike.            Slieve Gullion.  

18 to20. June 10. Cub Camp.     Gosford Forest.  

 

 

9/10 Oct. 09.  County Youth Fora.  Armagh.  

14 Nov. 09.     Orienteering Day.  Gosford Forest.      

( overnight camping optional )  

6 Dec. 09.        Scout Challenge.       Newry.  

23/24. Jan.10    P.L.Weekend        Ballyoran  

14/16 May.10.  County Shield.    Tollymore 

Forest.  

26 June 10    County Hike.           Mournes . 

 

 

                      

4/6 Sept 09.      Ventact.                       Cork.  

16/18 Oct 09     Vmoot.                   Larch Hill.  

14/15  Nov 09.  Orienteering Day. Gosford Forest.  

19  Dec 09.        Party Night.    City Hotel Armagh.  

09  Jan.10.         Snow Hike .           Mournes.  

27/28 Mar.10.   Overnight Bivvy    Ravensdale.  

17 Apr 10.     M&Dõs  Day Trip.      Scotland. 

30 Apr/3 May 10   Gosford 2010   Gosford Forest.  

Summer 2010    Explorer Belt            Europe  

 

 

14 Nov. 09.  Orienteering Day.   Gosford Forest.  

06 Dec. 09  Christmas Party.       Craigavon.  

21 Feb. 10    Beaver Challenge.   Dungannon. 

26 June 10    Beaver Day.             Cookstown.  
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Down & Connor Scout County  
 
6th Antrim  
 
 
                                                
       
       

         

As part of their activity for the top half of the Scout law and promise badge, the 
Scou ts from 6th Antrim did a sponsored hike  for the Royal National Institute for the 

Blind, in the Mournes in May this year and subsequently were able to present a 
cheque to Rosie Dempsey from the RNIB. The scouts managed to bring some 
parents and a dog who ap preciated the wet walk!  
 

 

 

Rosie gave a 
talk and 
demonstration 

of equipment, 
for people 

with sight  
impairment,   
to the S couts 

in the den.  
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Down & Connor Scout County  
 
 6th  Antrim  
 

ñ 
23

rd
 Antrim held their annual birthday campfire and barbeque on a lovely autumn day in October at Ardnavalley 

Scout Centre.  
This event marks the anniversary of the start of the Group and the venue is where the Group held its first camp. The 
Scout and Venture sections took the opportunity to camp overnight and the remaining sections met at 
4pm. Johnny McDonnell (Scouts) and the Scouts provided the entertainment while Sean Compston (Cubs) and 
Stephen Robinson (Beavers) cooked up a storm on the barbeque. A lot of the youth members were accompanied by 
their families and a pleasant time was spent strolling through the wood or just having a good old ñnatter.ò 
Later, after everyone was fed and watered, the campfire began with Johnny and Claire McAroe (Scouts) leading all 
in the usual fare of silly campfire songs and skits.  
 
The event was particularly poignant as the first of the Groupôs youth members to progress to leadership in the 
Group, Claire McAroe, was presented with her Woodbadge beads, the ultimate award to mark completion of leader 
training.ò 
 
See photos on Page 12 

 

6th Antrim  
 

òClimbing the Walls!ó  
at 

Crawfordsburn 

23rd Antrim  
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Regional Ready Steady Cook 
Competition 

 
On the 15

th
 of November this year our troop 23

rd
 

Antrim sent 12 scouts (3 teams) to our regional 
Ready Steady Cook competition, held in 
Crawfordsburn Scout Centre. 
Each team was given 10 minutes to decide on their 
3 courses, and a further 90 minutes to cook them. 
We decided on spicy wedges as a starter, 
Shepherdôs pie, for the Main Course, and the 
dessert was crepes with fruit and chocolate 
spread. 
The preparation and cooking of our meal ran 
smoothly from then on with our team working well 
together and, in our opinion, our three courses 
tasted great. When all the meals had been 
sampled by the judges and everyone had cleaned 
up, all the teams were called together for the 
winners to be announced. As in all the best 
competitions the results were announced in 
reverse order 3

rd
, 2

nd
 and finally 1

st
. When they 

called our group name for 1
st
 place we were 

delighted. 
 

Niamh Compston 
Patrol Leader, 23

rd
 Antrim (Derriaghy) 

 

23rd Antrim  

Down & Connor Scout County  
 

The winning team , 
Niamh McCrossan, Eoin Lavey, Sean McCaffrey and 
Nianh Compston with Chef Sean Owens from 

Gardinerõs Restaurant, Magherafelt   

Claire McAroe receiving her Woodbadge from Brian Hughes, 
former CTC, with Vera McElroy GL. 

We wish Brian and his family every success in their new life 
in Australia.  

Claire singing at the Campfire  
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Down & Connor Scout County  
 

1st/2 nd Downpatrick  
Right Royal Re ception for Liam  
 

My wife and I had the pleasure of spending the evening of 14 th  

November wining & dining in Downpatrick Scout Den, at a 

celebration event in recognition of the recent award of an MBE to 

Group Leader, Liam Byrne.  

 

Some 80 of Liamõs friends, Scouting colleagues and local 

dignitaries  were invited to the evening which was organised by the 

Groupõs Scouters. 

 

After a superb meal Liamõs wife, Betty  was presented with a 

beautiful bouquet of flowers, and then Liam was invited to speak.  

 

He explained  that he felt honoured to receive the award, but 

wanted to make it clear that he felt it was not just his award, but 

he had accepted it for each and every one of the dedicated 

Scouters in 1 st /2 nd Downpatrick Group.  

 

He spoke about the actual presentation, which took place in 

Buckingham Palace, where he received the award from the Queen 

in person. He also mentioned the disappointment his young 

daughter felt, because the Queen wasnõt wearing her crown, and to 

alleviate this they had to visit the Tower of Lond on the next day, 

to let her see all the Crown Jewels.  

 

He then went on to thank everyone who had given their help, 

encouragement and support, during his time as Group Leader, and 

previously as Unit Leader in the former  CSI, especially his Group 

Scouters & Committee members.  

 

It was a privilege to join in this celebratory evening for Liam, and 

Iõm sure I echo the sentiments of all in the Northern Province by 

passing on sincere congratulations to this most unassuming of 

Scouters, who has booked a place in thi s organisationõs history, as 

being the first member of Scouting Ireland to receive royal 

recognition for services to Scouting in his local community.  

 

Well done Liam. Hereõs to the next 25 years. 

 

Sinclair Trotter  

 



 

Page 14  Northern News  

 

Errigal  Scout County  
 

Ghoulish Goings on at Errigal Cub Scout Disco! 


