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Overview
Scouting Ireland has an obligation to all its members to provide an environment within
which Scouting activities can be enjoyed in a safe, non-discriminatory and respectful
manner.
Safeguarding our youth members should be paramount in everything we do and say.
This item sets out the basics in overview, but you should keep yourself up to date on the
Association’s Safeguarding policies and procedures.

Relevance to you
As a Group Leader you should ensure that every adult in your Scout Group has
completed the relevant training and is familiar with Scouting Ireland policies and the legal
requirements in relation to the protection of children/vulnerable adults in the jurisdiction in
which they operate; Republic of Ireland (ROI) or Northern Ireland (NI).
Scouting Ireland has its own Code of Good Practice (COGP) for working with youth
members. It contains very informative fact sheets on social media, transport, medications
and bullying. You can download a copy of the most recent version from the Scouting
Ireland website. As a Group Leader, you should ensure that you have a copy of the most
recent version at all times.
You should ensure that Scouters in your Scout Group attend the required training when
WKH\VWDUWZLWKXV VHH*/+DQGERRNLWHPVDQG <RXVKRXOGWKHQHQFRXUDJH
them to attend refresher training in relation to Safeguarding at least every three years to
ensure they have the most recent information. Refresher training can be arranged locally
through your County Training Co-Ordinator (CTC).
If you think that you have a child protection issue you should contact the Child Protection
2I¿FHU &32 DW1DWLRQDO2I¿FH6FRXWLQJ,UHODQGDOVRKDVDQRXWRIKRXUVFDOOOLQHIRU
these cases. The CPO and/or the out-of-hours team will provide information on the best
ZD\WRDSSURDFKWKHLVVXHDQGSURYLGHDGYLFHRQZKHWKHU\RXQHHGWR¿OHDUHSRUW
$Q\6DIHJXDUGLQJLVVXHVDUHGHDOWZLWKLQDFRQ¿GHQWLDOPDQQHUE\WKH&32DQGWKH&KLOG
3URWHFWLRQ0DQDJHPHQW7HDP &307 7KH\IROORZDGRFXPHQWHGDQGDSSURYHGSURFHVV
when dealing with any reported cases regarding the wellbeing or safety of any child in
our association. Information on reporting procedures is contained in the Scouting Ireland
COGP along with a copy of an incident report form.

Ensuring your Scouters follow the guidelines contained in the COGP will go a long way
towards ensuring your youth members are safe and it is also the best way to ensure that
our adult members are protected too.

Useful documents and publications
www.scouts.ie -> Resources -> Child Protection -> Child Protection Resources
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Where to get help
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If you consider that the child is in immediate danger please call the Garda Síochana or
PSNI directly and then report to the CPO as soon as possible afterwards.

